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% Smithsonian

National Museurn of Natural History

June 1, 2005

Mr. Mark Ryland

Discovery Institute

¢/o Michael W. Thompson, Jr.,
Creative Response Concepts
1015 15th Street, NW, Suite 900
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Ryland,

As you know, the National Museum of Natural History recently approved your request to
hold a private, invitation-only screening and reception at the Museum on June 23 for the film
"The Privileged Planet." Upon further review, the Museum has determined that the content of
the film is not consistent with the mission of the Smithsonian Institution's scientific research.,
Due to this fact, we will, of course, honor the commitment made to provide space for the event to
the Discovery Institute, but the Museum will not participate or accept a donation for the event.

Please feel frce to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely, >
/6{@ Wl _

Lucy Dorick, Associate Director
Office of Development and Special Events

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
National Museum of Natural History
L0th & Constitution Avenue NW
Washington DC 20560



