
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE
TEXAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Dear Members of the State Board of Education:

We support the requirement in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills [TEKS]
that students learn how to “analyze, review, and critique scientific explanations,
including hypotheses and theories, as to their strengths and weaknesses using
scientific evidence and information,” and we urge that this requirement be applied
to how biology textbooks used in state schools present the subjects of chemical and
biological evolution.

In recent years, a growing number of scientists have raised significant issues that
challenge various aspects of neo-Darwinian theory. Thus, we think the best science
education will present students with both “the strengths and weaknesses” of neo-
Darwinian theory.

Sincerely,

Francis J. Beckwith
Assoc. Prof. of Church-State Studies
Associate Director, J. M. Dawson
Institute for Church-State Studies
Baylor University

Vicente D. Villa
Professor Emeritus of Biology
Southwestern University

James M. Tour
Chao Professor of Chemistry
Rice University

Thomas E. Milner
Associate Professor,
Biomedical Engineering
The University of Texas at Austin

Walter L. Bradley
Distinguished Prof. of Engineering
Baylor University
Emeritus Prof. of Mech. Engineering
Texas A&M University, College Station

William A. Dembski
Associate Professor in the Conceptual
Foundations of Science
Baylor University

Granville Sewell
Professor of Mathematics
The University of Texas at El Paso

Stephen Crouse
Professor of Kinesiology
Dir., Applied Exercise Science Laboratory
Texas A&M University, College Station

W. Todd Watson
Asst. Prof. of Urban and Community Forestry
Texas A&M University, College Station

Pablo Yepes
Sr. Faculty Fellow, Physics and Astronomy
Rice University

Barry Boyd
Asst. Professor, Agricultural Education
Texas A&M University, College Station



David McClellan
Asst. Prof. of Family Medicine
Texas A&M University System Health
Science Center

Walter C. Daugherity
Senior Lecturer in Computer Science
Texas A&M University, College Station

Lee Lowery
Eppright Univ. Prof. of Civil Engineering
Texas A&M University, College Station

Michael D. Delp
Assoc. Prof. of Health and Kinesiology
Texas A&M University, College Station

Marvin Olasky
Professor of Journalism
The University of Texas at Austin

J. Budziszewski
Prof., Departments of Govt. and Philosophy
The University of Texas at Austin

Daniel Bonevac
Professor of Philosophy
The University of Texas at Austin

Dale W. Spence
Professor Emeritus, Department of Kinesiology
Rice University

Robert C. Koons
Professor of Philosophy
The University of Texas at Austin

Mike Caudle
Cadet Training Officer
Office of the Commandant
Texas A&M University, College Station

Stephen W. McDaniel
Professor of Marketing
Texas A&M University, College Station

Charles W. Graham
Bryan N. and Sandra K. Mitchell Endowed
Professor of Housing Research
Texas A&M University, College Station


