
“[T]he art of governing well 
has to be learned. If it is to 
be learned, it has to be trans-
mitted from the old to the 
young, and the habits and 
the ideas must be maintained 
as a seamless web of memory 
among the bearers of the 
tradition, generation after 
generation.”

— Walter Lippmann
 The Public Philosophy

Center for Civic 
Leadership
The Center for Civic Leadership connects 
young leaders with experienced mentors 
and professionals in the !elds of 
business, education, religion, media and 
public service. The goal of the Center 
is to develop the next generation of 
public and private sector leaders, in the 
spirit of collegiality and non-partisan 
collaboration. 

The new Center will host public events 
throughout the year (as part of its Gorton 
Lecture Series), and private quarterly 
events (the Discovery Leadership 
Roundtable) for a select group of 
young professionals chosen through an 
application process.
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“representative democracy 
will survive and flour-
ish only to the extent we 
make the time and effort 
to cultivate new genera-
tions of leadership.”

— Bruce Chapman
 Founder, Discovery Institute

MISSION
The Center for Civic Leadership enables young 
leaders to consider the foundational ideas 
of leadership in a free society by connecting 
them with mentors and fellow young leaders 
through seminars, lectures, and fellowship 
programs.  

Leadership Roundtable
Discovery Institute’s Leadership Roundtable 
hosts quarterly events, as part of a one-year 
program, for 12-15 young professionals and 
students from Washington State. The Roundtable 
features readings and discussions on civic 
leadership moderated by some of our state’s most 
distinguished leaders in business, education, media, 
religion, and public service. Seminar fellows are 
invited to special networking events throughout 
the year. For information on applying, contact Hans 
Zeiger at 253-905-8160 or cfcl@discovery.org.  

“The next generation of 
leaders has a lot of studying 
to do. We face some big 
challenges, and that will 
require more than a cursory 
acquaintance with great 
ideas. The roundtable 
will convene a community 
of leaders committed 
to exploring these ideas 
together.”

— State Representative Hans Zeiger

Gorton 
Lecture 
Series
This series honors 
Discovery Institute board 
member and former U.S. 
Senator Slade Gorton, 
whose public service to 
Washington State serves as a model to future 
generations. The Gorton Lecture series has 
included lectures by Sen. Gorton, journalist Ted 
Van Dyk, radio personality Michael Medved, 
political scientist Mathew Manweller, Discovery 
founder Bruce Chapman, and Judge Diarmuid 
O’Scannlain, among others.

“The young leaders who will 
be part of the Center for Civ-
ic Leadership are the kind of 
people we want in tomorrow’s 
elected offices and in govern-
ment administration, as well 
as key business, philanthropic, 
and non-profit roles. I com-
mend the Center to prospec-
tive supporters.”

— Former U.S. Senator Slade Gorton


